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SUB J : INTERIM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ACTS ON PROPOSED DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

REF : MASERU A-62 

1. SUMMARY: INTERIM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY 
OCT 26 THAT WHEN TIME OPPORTUNE, CIRCUMSTANCES APPROPRIATE, 

AND SUFFICIENT FINANCES AVAILABLE LESOTHO SHOULD MOVE TO 
ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA. EFFECT OF 
VOTE IS TO LEAVE LESOTHO-SOUTH AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
AS DISTANT A POSSIBILITY AS BEFORE. 

2. UNDAUNTED BY EARLIER TREATMENT (REFAIR) OPPOSITION UNITED 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADER CHARLES MOFELI REINTRODUCED MOTION ON 
SOUTH AFRICAN RELATIONS OCT 19 AND ISSUE AGAIN RAISED OCT 26 

IN RAMBLING, SOMETIMES EMOTIONAL DEBATE. ON LATTER DATE ALL 
BUT MOFELI AND LONE UDP NATIONAL ASSEMBLY COLLEAGUE SUPPORTED 
AMENDMENT (INTRODUCED BY BNP BACK BENCHER GUT GOVERNMENT- 
INSPIRED) THAT STEPS TOWARDS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS SHOULD BE 
TAKEN ONLY WHEN TIMING, CIRCUMSTANCES, AND FINANCIAL POSI- 
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HEARINGS ON ESTABLISHING RESIDENT MISSION AND RAISING FUNDS 
TO LAUNCH RELATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. OUTCOME OF DEBATE ON RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA WAS NEVER 
IN DOUBT. GOL, HOWEVER, THIS TIME CHOSE TO ALLOW MOFELI A 
CHANCE TO AIR HIS VIEWS WHICH PROVED MOST UNCONVINCING. 

DECISIVE VOTE AGAINS RELATIONS NOW, COMBINING VOTES OF ALL 
REPRESENTATIVES OF BASUTOLAND NATIONAL, BASUTOLAND CONGRESS, 

AND MAREMATLOU FREEDOM PARTIES ALSO A MORE SATISFACTORY MEANS 
OF DEALING WITH ISSUE THAN BNP-LED WALKOUT SEP 21 . 

FRISBIE 
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